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we can see that conquered Greece laid spiritual
fetters on its victor. Greece provided Christianity
with the weapons of culture which enabled it to
subdue the minds of its opponents, but at the same
time it did much to determine the main bias and
direction of the religious consciousness which was
established by its means. It gave its own form to
the life and doctrine of the Church, at least down
to the time when, by a new reaction, the spirit of
Christianity began to free itself from the tutelage
that was necessary to its earlier development.

These remarks on the influence of Greek philosophy,
especially in itsltfeo-Platonic form, upon the development
of Christian doctrine, are of .course not intended to be
exhaustive. They are intended merely to indicate the
great effect of the movement of Greek thought upon
the theology of the Christian Church. In different
ways Greek philosophy may be regarded as the germ
out of which Christian theology sprang, or as the
great adverse force which it had to combat. It was
the former, if we consider that in Neo-Platonism
GrSek jjjiilosophy was struggling with the ideas of
the antagonism between the divine and the human,
and at the same time of the necessity of their
relation. The problem which Christianity had to
solve, reached its most definite and decisive expres-
sion in the Neo-Platonic philosophy. And we must
remember that he who puts such a problem
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